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Project  Name 

Catching the Drift. Colossus Eastern Debris Field Survey 2024 [9290] 

 

Summary 

This project comprised the investigation of a possible debris trail, previously unsuspected, to the east 

of the wreck of HMS Colossus. The reasons for suspecting this to be a debris trail are given below. 

The proposed investigation took the form of a geophysical survey consisting of side-scan sonar and 

magnetometer surveys. The geophysical data was collected successfully. Analysis of the data has 

resulted in magnetic and side-scan sonar target lists which will need further investigation. Further 

analysis of the geophysical data will also be undertaken by CISMAS over the coming months and 

years. 

 

 

Background 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 1 

The location of the designated 

wreck site HMS Colossus in St 

aŀǊȅΩǎ wƻŀŘΣ LǎƭŜǎ ƻŦ {Ŏƛƭƭȅ 

Fig 2 

Site plan showing the 

exposed stern of HMS 

Colossus 
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T h e  S h i p 

HMS Colossus was a 74-gun warship built in 1787 and wrecked eleven years later on the Isles of 

Scilly. She was the first warship to bear the name; five others were built over the years culminating in 

an aircraft carrier launched in 1943.  

 

Colossus was at Naples on 28th {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мтфуΣ bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ плth birthday. A lavish celebration was 

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ bŜƭǎƻƴ ōȅ {ƛǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ Emma, to which the captain and officers of 

Colossus were all invited.1 When Colossus left Naples a week later for refit in England, she was 

ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ {ƛǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ DǊŜŜƪ Ǉƻǘtery. She also left 

ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ōƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŎƘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƎǳƴǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƘƛǇ Vanguard to 

replace items lost at the recent battle of the Nile.2 

 

L o s s 

Colossus reached Scilly in December 1798 in charge of a convoy of merchant vessels. The ship was at 

ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ƛƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ wƻŀŘǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎǘƻǊƳ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ŎŀōƭŜ ǇŀǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ 

onto shallow ground, losing her rudder and sustaining progressively worsening damage until she 

foundered with only the poop and quarterdeck above water. All but one of the 595 souls aboard 

were taken off safely in small boats. The ship soon turned onto its beam ends and began to break up, 

a process hastened the following month when the crew of HMS Fearless were employed Ψbreaking up 

ǘƘŜ ǿǊŜŎƪΩ.  

 

S a l v a g e 

As well as two Navy transports full of stores and fittings recovered from Colossus in January 1799, a 

great deal was salvaged over the next few years. Guns, carriages and shot were raised by the intrepid 

diver Ralph Tonkin of Penzance in August 1799.3 Others found more guns in 1800 and 1802. The last 

salvage we know about was undertaken by John Dean, who in 1833 recovered a number of guns and 

three quarters of a ton of copper from the wreck. 

 

R e d i s c o v e r y 

By the twentieth century all knowledge of where the wreck of Colossus lay was lost. The only clue 

was a number of newspaper accounts, all stating that she had ΨŘǊƛŦǘŜŘ onto a ledge of rocks, called 

Southern WellsΩ. ThŜ ƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ {ƛǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ƭƻǎǘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳre has prompted many adventurers to 

seek the wreck of Colossus. The archaeologist John Dunbar hunted for it in the 1950s4 as did several 

of the teams salvaging the wreck of the Association in the 1960s ς all were led astray by those 

newspaper accounts. Then in 1974 a team led by Roland Morris found not only evidence of wreck, 

ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǾŜǊ олΣллл ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ {ƛǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ DǊŜŜƪ ǇƻǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ мфтрΦ 

The British Museum backed the excavation and the pieces of pot are now in London at the British 

Museum. Morris also found 12 guns and numerous other artefacts, all of which he recovered. Some 

 
1 Horatio Nelson, Pocock 1987. P176 
2 Vanguard received one 32, one 18 and one nine pound guns from Colossus ς Captains Log, Vanguard: ADM51/1288 
3 Salisbury & Winchester Journal. 29 July 1805. P4 
4 The Lost Land, John Dunbar 1958 pp 32, 63 
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were housed in his Museum of Nautical Art in Penzance, until the contents were sold at auction in 

2001/2.  

 

Morris published his site plan and was convinced he had found the wreck of Colossus, scattered over 

an area extending some 250m with the stern at the west (where he found rudder pintles) and her 

bow to the east (where he had found evidence of the galley). However, the rudder had been beaten 

off many hours before the ship foundered and the evidence for the galley area was ΨǎƳƻƪŜ ōƭŀŎƪŜƴŜŘ 

ƳŀǊōƭŜ ǎƭŀōǎΩ. The galley stove on Colossus would have been made of iron, and would have sat on 

bricks. What Morris found were probably fragments of burnt marble taken from the ruins of a Roman 

villa near Naples by Sir William.5  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morris finished removing the wreckage in 1983 and the site was de designated in 1984. What Morris 

had never found were any substantial pieces of the hull itself. 

 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜΧ a  l o t  m o r e 

In 2001 a large area of hull timber was discovered more than half a kilometre to the east of the 

Morris site. It became evident that this area of timber represented the port side of the ship from the 

mainmast to the stern ς essentially the back half of the ship. The timbers of the hull were in 

remarkable condition and some of the guns were still in place. A large piece of decorated timber 

from the quarter gallery was raised, conserved and is now on display on the island of Tresco.  

 

C h a n g i n g  p e r c e p t i o n s 

What is interesting is how the perception of the wreck site changed after 2001. It was now thought 

that as the new site was clearly the stern, then the Morris site must have been the bows. It was still 

assumed that the ship had originally foundered on the Morris site to the west of the stern. The stern 

 
5 Villa San Marco, Stabiae, Bay of Naples an Archaeological Guide, Keppie 2009 p149: Ψbaths whose caldarium was heated by a bronze 

water-ǘŀƴƪ ǎǇƛǊƛǘŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ōȅ {ƛǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŜŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ia{ /ƻƭƻǎǎǳǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ {ŎƛƭƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ мтфуΩ. 

Fig 3 

Roman Villa San Marco, at Stabiae (1st 

century BCE) near Naples.   

 

Caldarium (the hot room of a Roman baths) 

with a marble faced bath and now missing 

bronze water-heater (large circular hole).  

 

¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǎŀȅǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ ōƻƛƭŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 

several items taken by Sir William Hamilton 

that were lost in 1798 when the ship 

Colossus ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊŜŘΩ. 
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section was thought to have drifted east some 500m, shedding material along a debris trail as it went 

ς but did it? 

 

CISMAS undertook a lottery-funded survey of the Colossus debris field in 2004/5. The aim was to 

map the debris from the wreck and determine its extent. A magnetometer survey of the area 

between the two sites had been produced by the ADU. This was extended by CISMAS and the most 

promising targets were all dived and recorded. The survey did not extend far to the east of the stern 

site. It indicated a trail of material between the two sites, but also found debris to the south and east 

of the stern site. This was the genesis of growing doubts: at which of the two sites had the ship 

foundered?6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
6 HMS Colossus Debris Field Survey, 2005. Download at www.cismas.org.uk 

Fig 4 

Plot of the debris discovered in the 2005 CISMAS debris field survey (not all the material found was from Colossus)   
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Fig 5 

Plan showing the area covered by the ADU 2001/2 magnetic survey. 

Fig 6 

Plan showing the area covered by the CISMAS debris field survey 2005. The designated area is 

600m in diameter 



12    Catching the Drift                                                                                              Project Report                               

 

Extensive diver searches undertaken to the east of the stern site in 2017 revealed a wealth of ship 

fittings whose location was puzzling. A theory that Colossus had originally foundered some 30 metres 

to the east of the stern site was proposed ς but although this theory explained numerous anomalies, 

it could not be proven.7 

 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ 5ŜŀƴΩǎ ǿŜƛƎƘǘǎ 

Two substantial lead weights were located in 2017. Their importance was not at first realised. 

Eventually they were recognised as exactly the type of weights John Dean used in his early diving 

equipment. What caused him to jettison or lose his weights is not recorded, but they remained as 

testimony to exactly which site he had been diving on when he recovered iron cannon and copper 

sheathing in 1833. It ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨJohn searched for and quickly found the wreck of /ƻƭƻǎǎǳǎΩΦ8 

This would only have been possible because, as it was then only 35 years since she was lost, there 

were still plenty of islanders who remembered where the wreck was. This demonstrates that the 

stern, where John Dean lost his weights, was where the Colossus originally foundered and that the 

Ψōƻǿ ǎƛǘŜΩ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōǊƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ōǊƻƪŜ ǳǇΦ 

 

 

W h y  d o e s  t h i s  m a t t e r ? 

This has changed the centre of gravity for the site. Previously we thought of the old Morris site as 

where the ship had foundered, and thus the origin of all the wreck material. The debris field which 

exists to the west of the stern site was ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ ΨǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎΩ Ŝŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aƻǊǊƛǎ ǎƛǘŜΦ 

Now we know that Colossus ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘŜǊƴ ǎƛǘŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ aƻǊǊƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ 

small parts of the wreck which had broken off and been carried west by the tide from where the ship 

was lost. This explains why he found no large structural pieces. But while the tidal flow is westwards 

on the ebb, on the flood tide it is towards the east. So how much wreckage went east? 

 

 

 

 
7 HMS Colossus The Wrecking Project 2017. Download at www.cismas.org.uk 
8 The Infernal Diver, Bevan, 2010, p. 90 

 

 

Fig 7 

Right ς the Dean helmet and dress as illustrated in 1842.  Note the weight 

suspended from the helmet by two ropes. Above ς one of the lead weights 

(C10.15) recovered from near the stern of Colossus 
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T h e  H i s t o r i c  E v i d e n c e 

Shortly after the wreck of Colossus, an anxious Sir William made enquiries as to whether any of his 

ancient Greek pottery could be salvaged. The following extract is from a letter written in November 

1799, ŦǊƻƳ aŀƧƻǊ .ƻǿŜƴ όŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǊ /ŀǎǘƭŜ ƻƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎύ ǘƻ {ƛǊ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳΩǎ ƴŜǇƘŜǿΥ  

The Colossus being, as is generally thought here, in a very weak state, broke up uncommonly soon after 

ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƳŜǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ ŘǊƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ /Ǌƻǿ {ƻǳƴŘΣ 

among the rest those described to them as Sir W. IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǎǎŜǊǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 

aǳǊǊŀȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘ ƛƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǘƳƻǎǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊΤ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

sea running very high and the wind blowing a storm, they found it impossible to lift the packages which 

were very large into their boats. They then tried to disengage the contents. Unfortunately, in this also 

ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀƛƭŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƭŜƳƴ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ƻƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

canvass cases, several large pieces of most beŀǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ ŎƭƻƳŜΩ όǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀǊǘƘŜƴ ǿŀǊŜ 

ƘŜǊŜύΤ Ψōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǎŜŀǿŀǘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƻǊ ŀ ŎŜƳŜƴǘ 

used in joining them, a single piece could not be taken into the boat, each giving way in their hands like 

ǿŜǘ ŘƻǳƎƘΩ 

aŀƧƻǊ .ƻǿŜƴ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊŀǘŜ ƘŀŘ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ 

least ten of the pots had been recovered whole and purchased from the islanders on behalf of Sir 

William. There were eight crates of pottery aboard Colossus. From the vessel count made by the BM 

Fig 8 

Map showing the main tidal flows over the site 
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of the pottery recovered by Morris, it seems that at least three of the crates went west and lodged in 

a gulley where Morris found and recovered them. Several more crates, apart from the one washed 

ǳǇ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎΣ went east and were seen at Crow Sound. This all demonstrates that as Colossus 

broke up, wreckage went west on the ebb tide, where Morris later recovered much of it. But some 

went east on the flood tide ς how much waits to be found? 

 

 
 
 

Project  Aims  

To establish the presence and extent of an eastern debris field. 

The reasons for suspecting there might be an eastern debris field are set out above. If an eastern 

debris field exists it would change the extent and focus of the site and would have implications for 

how the site is managed and investigated in the future.  

 

A better understanding of the dispersal of wreck material. 

The western debris field extends for about 600 metres to the south-west of the stern site ς it has 

been investigated and known about for over 20 years. We can expect the eastern debris field to 

extend a similar distance to the north-east of the stern. There are still significant parts of Colossus 

which have never been found (such as the keel, deadwood, some of the guns and the ballast). The 

eastern debris field has the potential to contain some of these missing items. 

 

Enable future volunteer engagement with this site 

The geophysical survey is likely to produce a list of potential targets which will then need to be 

investigated and recorded. This will provide a meaningful task to encourage continued participation 

of CISMAS and other volunteers in the archaeology of this site from September 2024. 

 

Provide experience for future practitioners 

The provision of a place for a student on the team will provide practical experience in marine 

geophysical survey for one person. There will also be provision for two volunteers from CISMAS to 

join the team thus maintaining the link between volunteers and the investigation of this site (These 

volunteers will be Kevin Camidge & Nick Sodergren) 
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Fieldwork 

The potential eastern debris field covers a large area of seabed. The most economical method of 

investigating this area was deemed to be a geophysical survey of the seabed to the north east of the 

Colossus wreck site. We decided to use a combination of side-scan sonar and magnetometer survey 

to search for debris from the wreck. The choice of side-scan sonar rather than multibeam was 

engendered by the nature of the known western debris field, which consists of relatively small items 

of debris lying flat on the seabed. Previous work on this site has demonstrated that side-scan sonar is 

better able to detect this type of material than multibeam survey. The addition of the magnetometer 

allows the identification of ferrous material even if there is no seabed profile. 

 

The fieldwork was undertaken between 20-27th of April 2024 by a team of six people (five survey and 

one charter boat skipper). The survey was led by Mark James of MSDS Marine, assisted and 

understudied by sponsored intern (aka ǎƻǊŎŜǊŜǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜ), Martin Davies. The final three 

members of the team were CISMAS volunteers: Kevin Camidge, Sharon Austin and Nick Sodergren, 

whose task was to provide the deck crew and dogsbody elements of the survey. 

 

The month leading up to the survey were characterised by storms which closely followed one 

another through the south west of England. The weather miraculously cleared just before we set off 

for Scilly and we enjoyed almost perfect survey conditions for most of our stay in the islands.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 9 

A view across the survey area (looking south) with the islands of Samson, Bryher and Tresco in the background.  
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S u r v e y  A r e a s 

 

 
 
The original plan was to conduct the survey in four separate survey areas: A, B, C and D (see Catching 
the Drift Project Design, 2023). As the weather at the beginning of the survey was particularly benign, 
we decided to take advantage of the good conditions and amalgamated the first two survey areas, A 
and B. This had the advantage of halving the number of times the vessel had to turn around at the 
end of each survey line. The shape of survey area C was altered to take account of some very shallow 
and weedy seabed. Finally, it was decided to move survey area D so that it covered the western 
debris field ς as there was no high-quality side-scan sonar data for that area, it had the potential to 
indicate further, as yet undiscovered debris. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Fig 10 

The location of the survey areas AB, C and D (shown in green). Note that survey area D partly overlaps area AB. The 

blue circle shows the location of the main stern wreckage (also the centre of the 2001 designated area). 
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E q u i p m e n t 

The survey equipment was provided by MSDS Marine as a donation in kind to the project. MSDS 

Marine has undertaken numerous marine geophysical surveys on historic wrecks and has a proven 

track record in this field. The survey was conducted from the Isles of Scilly charters boat Kestrel fig 

23, an 11m fishing charter boat previously used for survey work by Plymouth University skippered by 

!ŘŀƳ aƻǊǘƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Side-scan sonar 

A C-Max CM2 side-scan sonar was used for the survey, which was conducted at 325 kHz with a port 

and starboard range of 50m. With these settings the system has a lateral resolution of 78mm. An 

area around the wreck itself was surveyed at the higher resolution of 780 kHz with a range of 25m 

port and starboard. Survey lines were 25m apart, except in area C where they were 40m apart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 12 

The C-Max CM2 towfish 

Fig 11 

 

The survey equipment on 

ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀȅ ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ 

harbour, awaiting transport 

ǘƻ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ 
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Magnetometer 

A Marine Magnetics SeaSPY2 marine magnetometer was used for the survey. The SeaSPY2 is an 

Overhauser type magnetometer with a refresh rate of 4Hz. This rate enables a reading approximately 

every 0.5m at a survey speed of 4 knots. The magnetometer was deployed along the same survey lines 

as the side-scan sonar, (25m spacing except in area C where they were 40m apart). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position fixing 

The vessel position was provided by a CSI wireless DGPS Max with a refresh rate of 10 Hz. This can 

achieve a horizontal accuracy of 0.6m. The positions of the side-scan sonar and magnetometer were 

calculated using layback in relation to the tow points. Positional data was recorded directly within 

the side-scan sonar and magnetometer data. 

Power supply 

Power was provided from a lithium 240v power bank, the magnetometer was powered by a 12v lead 

acid battery. 

 

A more detailed survey methodology is presented in appendix I 

 

 

  

Fig 13 

The Marine Magnetics SeaSPY2 towfish 

Fig 14 

 

View from the stern of the 

survey vessel. The 

magnetometer is on the 

port side and the side-scan 

sonar on the starboard side 
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Methods 

The side-scan and magnetometer data were collected simultaneously. Each instrument was towed 

behind the boat (magnetometer on the port side, side-scan on the starboard side). To affect a further 

separation of the two instruments, the magnetometer was deployed with a larger layback (more 

cable out) than the side-scan. The actual amount of layback for each instrument was determined by 

the speed of the boat, tidal current and depth of water. Deployment, layback adjustment and 

retrieval were managed by the two CISMAS volunteer deck hands, Nick Sodergren and Kevin 

Camidge. 

 

Recording of the data was managed on two laptop computers by the survey manager Mark James 

and the survey assistant Martin Davies. The survey assistant also recorded all the data pertaining to 

each run line on the standard CISMAS geophysics log sheet, which makes the analysis of the data 

much easier. An example of this geophysics log sheet is shown in appendix II. 

 

Resul ts 

 

M a g n e t o m e t e r   

The magnetic data collected included the magnetic field strength, GPS position and a timestamp. The 

GPS position was corrected for layback and lateral displacement (relative to the GPS antennae) by 

MSDS in post processing. The data is stored as plain text CSV9 in separate files for each runline of a 

search area. This data can be readily accessed without expensive proprietary software. 

 

Selection of the magnetometer targets was made by CISMAS members Kevin Camidge and Nick 

Sodergren assisted by Martin Davies. There is some scope for further analysis of this data, in 

particular the smaller anomalies (<5nT) which have currently been disregarded.  

 

The magnetic targets were chosen by plotting the measured magnetic field strength as a time series 

graph in Microsoft Excel. The advantage of using this method is that, as the software is widely 

available, all members of the team can get involved in target selection. When viewing a run line of 

data as a time series graph the anomalies are immediately apparent to any observer. Anomalies with 

an amplitude of less than 5 nT10 have been largely omitted from the magnetic target list for the 

moment. However, past experience has shown that important material can be identified by careful 

examination of these sub-5nT anomalies. 

 

A total of 228 magnetic anomalies were selected, 140 in area AB, 64 in area C and 24 in area D. Some 

of these will be the same anomalies registering on adjacent run lines. A handful of these anomalies 

were caused by iron objects on the seabed which we already know about. A simplified version of the 

magnetic target list is reproduced in appendix IV. 

 

 

 
9 Comma Separated Values 
10 Nanotesla (nT) is a unit of magnetic flux density; 1 nT = 10-9 tesla 
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Fig 15 

An example time series plot, in this case for runline AB38, the two magnetic anomalies chosen as targets were AB38_1 

(105nT dipole) and AB38_2 (9nT positive spike) shown above. 

Fig 16 

A plot showing the distribution of the magnetic targets selected in search area AB. The grey circle (150m in diameter) 

represents the area of the stern wreckage of Colossus. Search area AB was 1845m x 860m 
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Where magnetic anomalies appear close together on adjacent run lines, they may originate from the 

same object (or group of objects) on the seabed. These anomalies have all been noted in the target 

list in appendix IV. Similarly, where side-scan sonar targets are close to magnetic anomalies this 

indicates that the relevant side-scan target is probably composed of iron. This applies to 19 of the 

side-scan targets selected by Mark James (see appendix IV for concordances). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Area C was much shallower than area AB, with a water depth of between 4 and 7m when surveyed. 
What became apparent was that the magnetic data collected was dominated by electricity power 
cables running between the islands of {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜǎŎƻ. The lines of these power cables can be 
clearly seen in the anomaly plot of magnetic targets shown in fig 17, where at least five power cables 
have been detected. These cables were also evident on the side-scan sonar data. Although 64 
magnetic anomalies were chosen from the data only four of them lie outside the lines indicating a 
power cable. 
 
¢ƘŜ ΩƴƻƛǎŜΩ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƎƴŜǘƛŎ Řŀǘŀ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
smaller targets exhibiting an anomaly of 3-4 nT. Once the initial target set has been investigated, we 
intend to investigate some of these smaller magnetic anomalies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig 17 

A plan showing the chosen magnetic targets in search area C. Search area C was 1185m x 530m 
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Area D was originally planned to be to the east of area C, but it was decided to move this search area 
to cover the area of the western debris field. Although this had been searched in 2006, this 
investigation had been informed by magnetometer data alone. An additional side-scan sonar survey 
may detect previously unknown material in the western debris field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Fig 18 

A plan showing the chosen magnetic targets in search area D. This area was 800m x 350m 
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S i d e-s c a n S o n a r   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The initial selection of side-scan sonar targets was made by Mark James. He chose a total of 52 
targets: 44 in area AB, 8 in area D and none in area C.  
 
Our plan after initial investigation of a selection of these targets is to continually re-evaluate the side-
scan data. Different volunteers will be trained in side-scan data appraisal and target selection. By 
refining our interpretation of the data, diving the targets then reappraising the data we will refine 
our understanding of this data set. The usual workflow is data collection, target selection culminating 
with Ψground truthingΩ of a small selection of these targets. We are confident that our understanding 
of this data set will improve as we dive more of the targets, and develop the target selection process 
for this specific area of seabed, over a number of seasons. 
 
 
The side-scan sonar data were collected using the C-Max software Maxview. The towfish layback and 
antennae offset were not input prior to data collection, as MSDS are accustomed to adding this in 
post processing. This works well, but in this case has resulted in XTF format files which cannot be 
accessed without proprietary software. This is a difficulty for our collaborative and ongoing scrutiny 
of the side-scan sonar data, but one which we hope will be resolved shortly.

Fig 19 

Survey manager Mark James at work in the cabin of the survey vessel, recording the geophysical data. 
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The side-scan sonar targets (Mark James selections) are reproduced in appendix III, a few notable 
examples are reproduced below. 
  

Fig 20 

Side-scan sonar for runline C13 clearly showing three of the electricity cables on the seabed 

Fig 21 

 

Debris located about 190m south east 

of the stern of Colossus. This target 

did not register on the magnetometer 

survey 



Project Report                                                                                                   Catching the Drift 25 

 

 

Fig 22 

 

Debris located some 1.5 

kilometres to the north east of 

the stern of Colossus. This item 

did not register on the 

magnetometer survey 

Fig 23 

 

Debris located 500m to the east 

of the stern of Colossus. This 

debris also registered on the 

magnetometer survey (AB30_1 a 

15nT dipole) suggesting that 

some of this debris is made of 

iron 
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C o n c o r d a n c e s 

 

There are currently 19 targets which have been detected by the magnetometer and side-scan 

surveys. These targets are very likely to contain substantial iron components, and as such are likely to 

be artefacts. Three examples are illustrated below. All the concordances are recorded in the 

magnetometer target list in appendix IV. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 24 

The same target detected by the side-scan sonar (left MJ12 ς dark, long thin object with possible scour pit) and 

on the magnetometer time series plot (right AB18_1 ς 6nT positive spike) 

Fig 25 

How the same anomaly appears on the side-scan sonar (left MJ11 ς dark angular object with shadow) and on 

the magnetometer time series plot (right AB25_3 ς 8nT positive spike) 
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Student  Placement 

A student placement was advertised offering practical experience in marine geophysical survey and 

analysis. There were 22 applicants from many different countries including Belgium, Germany, Israel, 

Lebanon, Malta, UK and USA. The successful applicant was Martin Davies, a protected wreck licensee 

and Nautical Archaeology Society (NAS) instructor. CISMAS has ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ΨǘǊŀƛƴŜŜΩ ǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ 

number of our previous projects where we were undertaking projects involving activities where it 

can be difficult to gain practical experience (for example properly recorded underwater excavation). 

 

Conclusion 

Now that the geophysical data have been successfully collected, it remains only to put it to use. 

CISMAS will be visiting the site this September and will begin investigation of the geophysical targets. 

This process will probably take some time to complete, and we hope it will provide a project to 

engage CISMAS volunteers for many years to come. 

Fig 26 

The same target on the side-scan sonar (left MJ51 ς cluster of objects) and on the magnetometer time series plot 

(right AB38_1ς a substantial 105nT, 6-12 tonne mass of iron) 
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Volunteer Accounts 

The CISMAS volunteers are all encouraged to contribute to the project report. Their accounts 

illustrate how rewarding community archaeology can be, and show that there are many different 

ways of appreciating and contributing to our rich archaeological heritage. 

 

 

P u l l i n g  S t r i n g s  (N i c k  S o d e r g r e n)  

 

With no experience of working with side-scan sonar or magnetometer equipment, I was intrigued to 

see what lay ahead when I volunteered to assist with this marine geophysics project. To prepare 

myself a bit beforehand, I read material on developing magnetometer techniques (previously 

published on the CISMAS website) and this gave me a better understanding of this equipment and 

the terminology that I could expect to hear from the experts in our crew. 

 

aȅ ǊƻƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ΨŘŜŎƪƘŀƴŘΩ ǘȅǇŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ 

magnetometer and side-scan sonar equipment over the stern of the boat. Both pieces of equipment 

were towed behind the boat by their respective insulated cables, which I understood had an inner 

structural core to withstand the strain of towing. These cables were attached to each of the two 

ǎǘŜǊƴ Ǉƻǎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ψ/ƘƛŎŀƎƻ ƎǊƛǇΩΣ ŀ ƳŜǘŀƭ ŎƭŀƳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀōƭŜ ǘƛƎƘǘƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǎŎƛǎǎƻǊ 

design. 

 

 
 

 

Fig 27 

 

Nick recovers the 

magnetometer tow fish to the 

boat. 

 

Drone photo by Martin Davies 
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I learned that the side-scan ǎƻƴŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƎƴŜǘƻƳŜǘŜǊ ΨǘƻǿŦƛǎƘΩ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ 

separation from each other, in order to prevent distortion of their data collection. This was achieved 

by having them towed from opposite corners of the stern, but also by setting the magnetometer 

cable much longer that the side-scan sonar cable, so that the magnetometer was always being towed 

ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿŦƛǎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ΨƭŀȅōŀŎƪΩΦ 

Data from both pieces of equipment would be recorded in conjunction with a GPS position (which 

was being fixed by a dedicated antenna attached to the top of the cabin). In order for the correct GPS 

position to be ascribed to the actual position of the side-scan sonar and magnetometer, it was 

essential to factor in the layback distances for both pieces of kit too. With this in mind, both cables 

were marked with coloured tape, in 5 metre increments. This enabled me to accurately pay out the 

right amount of cable to achieve the layback stipulated by the surveyors. 

 

Once I had deployed both pieces of equipment into the water with the correct laybacks, the boat 

skipper had the unenviable task of steering straight courses along dozens of pre-ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ΨǊǳƴƭƛƴŜǎΩΣ ŀǘ 

the appropriate speed to gather the best quality of data, whilst not allowing the towed equipment to 

collide with features on the seabed. At the end of each runline, the skipper would make a wide turn 

and line up for the next run. This could allow the equipment to sink as it slowed down during the 

turns, so I would need to stand ready at the stern and haul in some cable if required. 

 

Occasionally it was also necessary for me to retrieve the side-scan sonar (which operated at a much 

ƭƻǿŜǊ ΨŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜΩ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴŜǘƻƳŜǘŜǊύ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊǳƴǎΣ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ from it an accumulation of 

seaweed which would impair the data quality. 

 

We were blessed with quite flat sea conditions for our survey, which made launching and recovering 

ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾȅ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎǘŜǊƴ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŜŀǎȅΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ŀ ΨƭǳƳǇȅΩ ǎŜŀ ǘƘƛǎ 

would have been more challenging! 

 

 

 

M i s s i n g  T h e  B o a t  ( S h a r o n  A u s t i n ) 

 

I had been tasked with taking photographs of the survey in progress. As a self-taught amateur 
photographer, I am always up for a challenge and this project presented me with one. 
 
The evenings were spent studying the charts and conferring with the team as to the area where they 
would be surveying the following day, in order to choose a suitable vantage point on land with 
sufficient elevation. My plan did not always work out and I missed the survey boat on several 
occasions and one day I even had the wrong lens for the required task. 

 
I took advantage of a return trip from Tresco to St Marys on the inter-island boat, to capture images 
of the survey in action, a fortunate opportunity indeed. 
 
With my camera being digital I was able to manage with the constantly changing light conditions and 
ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ΨōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ƭŜƴǎΩ L ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ōƻŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ 
considerable distance away. As usual I thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the project. 
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Fig 28 

Survey underway in area AB. Photo by Sharon Austin 
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L e a r n i n g  C u r v e  (M a r t i n  D a v i e s)  

 

 

 
 

 

 

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƎŜƻǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ all done. I felt 

so pleased when I was told that I had the place to help and get involved with the survey of the 

Colossus.  

 

Just like diving, there is lots of heavy equipment in boxes - and this all had to be transported over to 

the islands, initially by ferry and then by our survey boat for the week. Mark James headed up the 

survey and he was to be my mentor for the week. Mark has done many surveys, and he has a good 

knowledge of the equipment and the software. After initial setup and plugging everything together a 

few hours later we were able to begin some test runs with our skipper Adam, who knew his boat well 

and once he understood what he needed to do, helmed his boat and the survey gear in some 

remarkably straight lines. Our equipment (a C-MAX side-scan sonar system and SeaSPY 

magnetometer, a couple of laptops and power sources, along with a DGPS) all came together to 

begin generating Ψbottom dataΩ. 

 

Fig 29 

 

Martin Davies overseeing 

data collection on board 

Kestrel 
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We were blessed with some unusually calm weather in the area where Colossus is. This made the 

data acquisition much easier than it would have been with a strong wind. Mark James had already 

programmed into the C-Max software the four new areas (boxes), going beyond the wreck itself and 

focusing on areas that had not been looked at before.  

 

What was very apparent is that to collect the data you need a small team; a couple of deck hands a 

good skipper and a surveyor to run the job. All these elements must function as one once the survey 

gets underway. I was pleased to be involved and eventually controlling the running of the lines once 

the survey got on the way. It was a real hands-on experience, one that I hope I can utilise again in the 

near future.  

 

There was a lot of concentration required; focusing on the laptop screens and recording the lines of 

data individually from both side-scan and magnetometer at the same time and making sure that all 

the lines were covered so that we had 100 percent coverage of the area. There was also a 

requirement to make a note of anything interesting seen on either of the screens, whether that be a 

stronger magnetometer target or an interesting shape from the side-scan. I found this part very 

interesting, to see the picture of the seabed revealed bit by bit. The whole bunch of data files would 

eventually be combined into one large file using a proprietary piece of software called Sonarwiz. 

 

Our deck hands Nick and Kevin worked hard deploying and retracting the cables as required. This was 

all controlled by the speed of the boat and the depth of the water. The ultimate aim was to get the 

sonar as close as possible to the seabed, but not so close that the very expensive side-scan snagged 

anything sticking up. Not only would that be very costly in damage to the probe, it could ruin the rest 

of the data acquisition. So, I have learnt that this is part of the skill of the surveyor - maintaining the 

sonar at the optimum height above the seabed whilst keeping an eye on the seabed depth, adjusting 

the boat speed for best data acquisition, and changing the layback for the probes if necessary. Lots to 

think about when the topology is not just a flat seabed! 

 

This was a great opportunity and learning experience for myself and I thank Kevin Camidge and 

Historic England for that, and I really hope that I can put into practice some of the skills and 

techniques that were used on the survey soon. 
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Appendix I  - Data col lect ion methodology (Mark James) 

D a t a  c o l l e c t i o n 

The survey was conducted by MSDS Marine Ltd (MSDS Marine) and Cornwall and Isles of Scilly 

Maritime Archaeology Society (CISMAS) between 21st April and 24th April 2024. The survey spread 

consisted of side-scan sonar (SSS) and magnetometer and comprised 97.8 line kilometres (lkm) of 

data. 

The SSS and magnetometer were towed behind the vessel, the SSS from the starboard stern post, 

and the magnetometer from the port stern post. Survey operations were conducted from Kestrel, a 

vessel of opportunity based on St Martins, and mobilised for survey operations. 

Survey operations were undertaken within the extents of four pre-defined survey areas (A, B, C, and 

D). The combined area of the four survey areas totalled c. 2.3 km2, of which c. 0.04 km2 (c. 1.7%) 

could not be surveyed due to upstanding features or shallow water.  

The SSS and magnetometer data were collected concurrently to a pre-defined line plan of 25 m, with 

the exception of Area C to the northwest which was collected at 40 m. The survey lines were 

followed by the vessel master with the use of a secondary monitor positioned at the helm. Where 

lines deviated to an extent where 200% coverage would not be achieved, they were re-run. 

The range of the SSS was set to 50 m, thus ensuring that 200% coverage (including the nadir) was 

achieved. The SSS survey was predominantly undertaken at 325 kHz, which provides an optimal 

combination of range and resolution, and the data from which is less susceptible to noise. An altitude 

of less than 10% of the range was aimed for across the survey areas, but took into consideration 

seabed topography along the length of the survey lines. The magnetometer data were collected at a 

frequency of 4 Hz (four readings every second), and an altitude of less than 10 m was aimed for, 

again taking into consideration the topography along the length of the survey lines. 

The equipment specification is presented in Table 1 below. 

 

Sensor Manufacturer Model Frequency 

Side-scan Sonar CMAX CM2 325/780 kHz 

Magnetometer Marine Magnetics SeaSPY2 4 Hz sample rate 

Table 1: Geophysical sensor specifications 

 
The data were collected to a specification appropriate to achieve the following interpretation 

requirements: 

Side-scan sonar: ensonification of anomalies > 0.5 m 

Magnetometer: 5.0 nT threshold for anomaly picking 

 

P o s i t i o n i n g 

All data were collected with reference to the World Geodetic System 1984 (WGS84) datum and 

Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) Zone 30 North projection (WGS84 Z30N). 

The SSS and magnetometer were positioned using layback calculations. The calculation of layback 
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involve the measurement of the x,y offset between the tow point and the GNSS antenna, and the 

amount of tow cable out. The layback, and therefore the sensor position, is calculated by the 

processing software used. Whilst there are inherent inaccuracies with the use of layback calculations, 

including the impacts of speed, current direction, etc. a reasonable approximation of position can be 

achieved. The accuracy of the positions can be further increased through the identification of the 

same anomaly on multiple lines of data. GNSS data were collected at 1 Hz (one reading every 

second). 

During post processing, visible features (such as cables spanning multiple lines) correlated well across 

lines, and within the magnetometer data. The positioning error is estimated at +/- 2.5 m. 

Surface position sensors specifications are detailed below in Table 2 below. 

 

Sensor Manufacturer Model Accuracy 

GNSS CSI Wireless DGPS Max <1.0 m 

Table 2: Position sensor specifications 

 

D a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  s o f t w a r e 

The SSS were collected using CMAX MaxView software, the data were collected in .CM2 format, and 

exported in the industry standard format .xtf. The data were collected without the application of 

layback as MaxView does not allow the alteration of layback during post processing and it is likely 

adjustments would need to be made during post processing. Layback corrections were made in Moga 

Seaview. MaxView was also used for survey navigation. 

The magnetometer data were collected using Marine Magnetics BOB software, and exported as 

comma delimited text files (.csv) 

 

D a t a  q u a l i t y  a n d  l i m i t a t i o n s 

Side-scan Sonar (SSS) 

The SSS data achieved 200% coverage across 98.3% of the survey areas. The remainder were not able 

to be surveyed due to upstanding features, or shallow water. The data collected at 325 kHz were 

generally of good quality and free from interference, however in areas the assessment was 

hampered by the presence of geological features which can obscure small features. Typically, this is 

mitigated through the collection of 200% coverage SSS data, ensuring that the seabed is ensonified 

from two directions. 

The data collected at 780 kHz (only over the wreck) were of good quality but regular interference 

was noted, likely due to vessel engine. 

Magnetometer  

Magnetometer data were collected along the same lines, and areas, as the SSS data and therefore 

have the same limitations in terms of coverage. Overall, the data were of good quality, with noise 

largely not exceeding +/- 2 nT, and the data were suitable to identify anomalies with a peak-to-peak 

amplitude of 5.0 nT. The altitude of c. 10 m (although less in areas) will increase the minimum object 

detection (MOD) size under the sensor, which in turn increase with distance from the sensor. 
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The seabed within the assessment area varies, and largely comprises variations of sand, silt and 

gravel (The seabed form across the assessment area is characterised by broadly flat seabed, ripples, 

and mega ripples). Prominent features, such as sand waves, can cause obstructions to the line of 

sight of sonar data, in particular the SSS, the data from which is collected closer to the seabed. 

Typically, this is mitigated through the collection of 200% coverage SSS data, ensuring that the 

seabed is ensonified from two directions. The SSS coverage of 200 - 300% is considered appropriate 

to undertake a robust assessment. 

 

S u m m a r y 

The data collected across the extents of the survey area were of good quality overall and provided 

good coverage of the seabed. The data are considered of an appropriate specification, coverage, and 

quality, to undertake a robust archaeological assessment prior to ground truthing. 

 

A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  d a t a 

The archaeological assessment of data was undertaken by qualified and experienced maritime 

archaeologists with a background in geophysical data acquisition, processing, and interpretation. 

Side-scan Sonar 

SSS is considered the best tool for the identification of anthropogenic anomalies on the seabed due 

to its ability to ensonify small features, and as such forms the basis of any archaeological assessment 

of data. SSS data in .xtf format were imported into Moga SeaView software, navigation and 

positioning were checked and corrected where required, and optimal gains were applied to ensure 

the consistent presentation of data. 

Data were reviewed on a line-by-line basis, and all anomalies of potential anthropogenic origin 

identified and recorded. Records include at a minimum an image of the anomaly, dimensions, and a 

description.  

Following assessment of the individual lines, a mosaic was created and a geotiff exported to allow for 

the checking of positional accuracy and to identify the extents of any anomalies that may have 

extended past the limits of individual lines. 

Magnetometer 

Magnetometer data indicate the presence of ferrous, and thus usually anthropogenic, material both 

on and under the seabed. Where possible, magnetic anomalies were correlated with anomalies 

visible on the seabed. 

Magnetometry data as .csv files were imported into Moga SeaView 5.2.80 software where the data 

were ǎƳƻƻǘƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ΨōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŦŜǊǊƻǳǎ ŀƴƻƳŀƭƛŜǎ 

whilst taking into account geological variations in the data. 

Magnetic anomalies identified within the data had the position, amplitude and dimensions recorded, 

and a calculation of ferrous mass was undertaken. The data were gridded to visually identify areas 

where the distribution of anomalies may represent a wider feature such as a buried but dispersed 

wreck, or modern features such as buried cable or chain. 
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Combined assessment 

Following the assessment of all datasets the results were imported into Geographical Information 

System (GIS), and reviewed alongside each other, along with geotiffs of the SSS and magnetometer 

data. The concurrent review allows the amalgamation of duplicate anomalies, the assessment of the 

wider context, and an understanding of the extents of a feature that may be partially buried or span 

across two or more lines of data. 

The interpretation of geophysical and hydrographic data is, by its very nature, subjective. However, 

with experience and by analysing the form, size, and characteristics of an anomaly, a reasonable 

degree of certainty as to the origin of an anomaly can be achieved. 

Measurements can be taken in most data processing software, and whilst largely accurate, 

discrepancies can be noted due to a number of factors. Where there is uncertainty as to the potential 

of an anomaly, or its origin, a precautionary approach is always taken. 

It should be noted that there may be instances where an anomaly may exist on the seabed but not 
be visible in the geophysical data. This may be due to its being covered by sediment or obscured 
from the line of sight of the sonar 
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Appendix I I  ς Survey Log Sheet 

 
 

 
 
An example of the CISMAS survey log sheets used to record the parameters for each of the run lines 
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Appendix I I I  ς Side-scan Sonar Targets  (Mark James) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
























































