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Project Name
Colossu®ive Trail Maintenance & Wheel Wreck Dating 20487 5)

Summary Description

This projecundertook maintenancef the Colossuslive trail andthe collection of further dating
evidence from the Weel Wreck taaid theidentification of this wreck. Both sites are protected
historic wrecks and are only about six kilometres apart. The rationale behind combining these two
projectswasthat considerable financial savings can be made by combining tidevéiek into a single
event.

Background

HMS Colossus
Q

Saint Mary's Road

1 kilometer

oh A =

Figl: Plan of the Isles of Scilly showing the location ofblessusind Wheel Wreclsites

Colossu®ive Trall

The current designation came into force™8ugust 2017 and is degd by the following co
ordinates;N: 49.92688286:6.34111824 E: 49.92371416,33617442 S: 49.91861198,34401542
W: 49.92178068,6.34895924

The diverail wasinstalled on the ge in 2009 and extended in 201Zhis work was commissioned by
EnglistHeritage and undertaken by the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Maritime Archaeology Society
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(CISMAS) heColossuslive trail isextensivelydocumented inColossu®ive Trail Report 200&nd
Colossu®ive Trail Update 2012 both available atvww.cismas.org.uk/downloads

WhenCISMAS visited th@olossuslive trailin May and July 2018, it was evident that the trail was in
poor condition. A string of lobster polay across the site, with the pot line entalegl in parts of the
trail and upstanding elements of the wreck. At least two of the station mankers not evident
(probably diturbed by attempts to recoverfie pots) and several others haeen displaced. The dive
trail station markersvere covered inrmarine growth, making the station numbers illegible.

The Wheel Wreck

Thesite lies to the south of thesiand of St Martins in the Isles of Scilly, and was discovered by local
divers in 2005. It consists of a rectangular pile of iron pipes and wheetetts long by 7 wide,

lying on the seabed in an orderly pile which appears to be a cargo mound. Almost nothing of the
vessel carrying this cargo survivéke cargo mound sits on boulderstrewnrocky seabed in about
16m ofseavater.

An undesignated stassessment was undertaken in 2006 by Wessex Archaedtoggs concluded
that the cargo represents a consignmeritmining equipmenfrom a Cornish foundry, thought to
date from 1850 onwardsThe assessment report includadasic site plan and photoosaic of the
cargo mound, as well as drawings of some of the individual components of the madWesgex
Archaeology, 2006)

The Wheel Wreck was designated under the Protection of Wrecks Act 1973 ofi #mib2007 The
protected area extend®rT pY | NRdzy R LR aAdA2Y ndodc pcdnppQ b nn

An hvestigation and survey of the site wearriedout by CISMAS in 2018r Historic England
(Camidge, et al., 2018)the report detailing this wik is available alvww.cismas.org.uk/downloads

In April 2018, CISMAS undertook a limited survey of the site on behalf of Historic England. The survey
includedthe recording of the visible cargomounéity 8> | aAdS LI FyX | o5 WaidN
record of the cylinder fragments, sampling of the socketed pipes for metallurgic identification and

the collection of dating material from around the cargo mouAdsmall quantity of pottery and glass

was rec@ered from the vicinig of the cargo mound. Appraisasulted in a date range of 1770 to

1820 for this material. Chemical analysis of the glass suggesthithflls into the earlier part of the

date range. In consequence, it seems likely that thedstes from the end of the f8century. This

accords with the date assigned to the previously recovered ceramics in the Undesignated Site

Assessment (late ¥8&entury). The 2018 project is documented in the project report (Canetige

2018)
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Project Objectives

The primaryaim of this projectvasto undertake maintenance of th€olossuslive trail to make the

site more usable and comprehensilite visitors We alsaook stepsto improve the interpretation

for diversg thiswasachieved tmough theproductionofane aAy 3t S WAKSSGIQ & (G SNJ
similar to that recently produced for the Thorness Bay dive.trail

A secondary aim of this projeatasto refine the dating of the Wheel Wreck through the collection of

further dating material fromhe site. Thegoalhere was to enable identification of the vessel and

GKdza (2 RSUSNNXAYS (KS ThibwiH@Emblebatdthndersiandingfinid RS a G Ay |
hence managemertf the site.

Methods

The fieldwork was undertaken layteam ofsixdivers betweerl4™ and 21% September 2019The

diving was accomplished from the dive charter bittrvoren operating from the island of St

Martins in the Isles of Scilly. Six days of diving were planned, but only five days were achieved due to
adverse veather conditionson the last daySeptember is latén the diving season and carries an

increased risk of adverse weathed | Rf & (KA & OKI NISN) watz206Q 61 a | f¢
funding forthis project was approved.

Each diver undertook tvvoivzles“ per day, with a surfadgaterval of two hours between dive$he
diveswere2 T | LILINRPEA Y| GSt & 2y S K2 dBlaus oRliaNg tabkpage Ly 2

Priority was given to refurbishing théMS Colossudive trail. This took three daye complete;the
remaining time available was speon the Wheel Wreck
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Results

Colossus

Condition of the dive trail
The dive trail was heavily covered in marine growth. The south side of the exposed wreckage was

largely obscured by a bank of detathkelp over a metre deep. All the dive trail markers were
heavily weededmaking the station marker numbers illegilffeg 3) The dive trail sign was obscured
by fine seaweedfig 2)

Fig 2

The seabed sign before cleaning,
showing how weed growth was
obscuring the sign

Fig 3

One of the station markers, showing
how the numbers of the markers had
become obscured hyeed.
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Fig 4

Station marker number six, next to
one of the upstanding18Ib iron guns
(gun 6). Note the buildp of kelp
around the gun.

Refurbishment

The first taskvas to remove the buildip of detached kelp stalks. These are often referred to locally
& Wwall F7TaQfighNihey tofsisidf mpserelp fioRd, usually attached to a small to
medium sized rocklhese appear to drift onto the site from tlvgest, carried by the flood tide.

Fig 5

Il 0% Z<I (([
held aloft by a diver
on theColossuslive
trail

The station marker buoys were then removed and replaced with new marker buoys and ropes. These
are fastened to the concrete sinkers on site by looping them through the stainless steel loops which
have keen cast into the concrete sinkegdor details of their construction se@amidge, 20095mall
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