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Project Name 
Colossus Dive Trail Maintenance & Wheel Wreck Dating 2019 (7875) 

 

Summary Description 
This project undertook maintenance of the Colossus dive trail and the collection of further dating 

evidence from the Wheel Wreck to aid the identification of this wreck. Both sites are protected 

historic wrecks and are only about six kilometres apart. The rationale behind combining these two 

projects was that considerable financial savings can be made by combining the fieldwork into a single 

event.  

 

Background 
 

 
Fig 1: Plan of the Isles of Scilly showing the location of the Colossus and Wheel Wreck sites 

 
 

Colossus Dive Trail 
The current designation came into force 18th August 2017 and is defined by the following co-

ordinates; N: 49.92688286, -6.34111824 E: 49.92371411, -6.33617442 S: 49.91861193, -6.34401542 

W: 49.92178068, -6.34895924. 

 
The dive trail was installed on the site in 2009 and extended in 2012. This work was commissioned by 

English Heritage and undertaken by the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Maritime Archaeology Society 

1 kilometer 
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(CISMAS). The Colossus dive trail is extensively documented in Colossus Dive Trail Report 2009 and 

Colossus Dive Trail Update 2012 ς both available at www.cismas.org.uk/downloads . 

 

When CISMAS visited the Colossus dive trail in May and July 2018, it was evident that the trail was in 

poor condition. A string of lobster pots lay across the site, with the pot line entangled in parts of the 

trail and upstanding elements of the wreck. At least two of the station markers were not evident 

(probably disturbed by attempts to recover the pots) and several others had been displaced. The dive 

trail station markers were covered in marine growth, making the station numbers illegible.  

 

The Wheel Wreck 
The site lies to the south of the island of St Martins in the Isles of Scilly, and was discovered by local 

divers in 2005. It consists of a rectangular pile of iron pipes and wheels 12 metres long by 7 wide, 

lying on the seabed in an orderly pile which appears to be a cargo mound. Almost nothing of the 

vessel carrying this cargo survives. The cargo mound sits on a boulder-strewn rocky seabed in about 

16m of seawater. 

 

An undesignated site assessment was undertaken in 2006 by Wessex Archaeology.  It was concluded 

that the cargo represents a consignment of mining equipment from a Cornish foundry, thought to 

date from 1850 onwards. The assessment report includes a basic site plan and photo-mosaic of the 

cargo mound, as well as drawings of some of the individual components of the machinery (Wessex 

Archaeology, 2006). 

 

The Wheel Wreck was designated under the Protection of Wrecks Act 1973 on the 5th April 2007. The 

protected area extends for трƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ пфϲ рсΦпррΩ bΣ ллсϲ мсΦоумΩ²Φ 

 

An investigation and survey of the site was carried out by CISMAS in 2018 for Historic England 

(Camidge, et al., 2018) ς the report detailing this work is available at www.cismas.org.uk/downloads . 

 

In April 2018, CISMAS undertook a limited survey of the site on behalf of Historic England. The survey 

included the recording of the visible cargo mound itŜƳǎΣ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŀ о5 ΨǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƳƻǘƛƻƴΩ 

record of the cylinder fragments, sampling of the socketed pipes for metallurgic identification and 

the collection of dating material from around the cargo mound. A small quantity of pottery and glass 

was recovered from the vicinity of the cargo mound. Appraisal resulted in a date range of 1770 to 

1820 for this material. Chemical analysis of the glass suggests that this falls into the earlier part of the 

date range. In consequence, it seems likely that the site dates from the end of the 18th century.   This 

accords with the date assigned to the previously recovered ceramics in the Undesignated Site 

Assessment (late 18th century). The 2018 project is documented in the project report (Camidge et al. 

2018) 

 

 

 

http://www.cismas.org.uk/downloads
http://www.cismas.org.uk/downloads


Project Report                                 Colossus Dive Trail Maintenance & Wheel Wreck Dating                               9 

 

 

Project Objectives 
The primary aim of this project was to undertake maintenance of the Colossus dive trail to make the 

site more usable and comprehensible for visitors. We also took steps to improve the interpretation 

for divers ς this was achieved through the production of a newΣ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ΨǎƘŜŜǘΩ ǿŀǘŜǊǇǊƻƻŦ ŘƛǾŜ ǎƭŀǘŜ 

similar to that recently produced for the Thorness Bay dive trail. 

 

A secondary aim of this project was to refine the dating of the Wheel Wreck through the collection of 

further dating material from the site. The goal here was to enable identification of the vessel and 

ǘƘǳǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊƎƻΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ This would enable better understanding and 

hence management of the site. 

 
 

 

Methods 
The fieldwork was undertaken by a team of six divers between 14th and 21st September 2019. The 
diving was accomplished from the dive charter boat Morvoren, operating from the island of St 
Martins in the Isles of Scilly. Six days of diving were planned, but only five days were achieved due to 
adverse weather conditions on the last day. September is late in the diving season and carries an 
increased risk of adverse weather ς ǎŀŘƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ΨǎƭƻǘΩ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ 
funding for this project was approved. 
 
Each diver undertook two dives per day, with a surface-interval of two hours between dives. The 
dives were ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊΩǎ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  !ƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ р3 hours of diving took place. 
 
Priority was given to refurbishing the HMS Colossus dive trail. This took three days to complete; the 
remaining time available was spent on the Wheel Wreck. 
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Results 
 

Colossus 
 

Condition of the dive trail 

The dive trail was heavily covered in marine growth. The south side of the exposed wreckage was 

largely obscured by a bank of detached kelp over a metre deep. All the dive trail markers were 

heavily weeded, making the station marker numbers illegible (fig 3). The dive trail sign was obscured 

by fine seaweed (fig 2).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fig 2 

The seabed sign before cleaning, 

showing how weed growth was 

obscuring the sign 

Fig 3 

One of the station markers, showing 

how the numbers of the markers had 

become obscured by weed. 
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Refurbishment 

The first task was to remove the build-up of detached kelp stalks. These are often referred to locally 

ŀǎ ΨǎƪŀŦŦǎΩ ƻǊ ΨƪŜƭǇ ōƻƳōǎΩ (fig 5). They consist of a loose kelp frond, usually attached to a small to 

medium sized rock. These appear to drift onto the site from the west, carried by the flood tide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The station marker buoys were then removed and replaced with new marker buoys and ropes. These 

are fastened to the concrete sinkers on site by looping them through the stainless steel loops which 

have been cast into the concrete sinkers ς for details of their construction see (Camidge, 2009). Small 

Fig 4 

Station marker number six, next to 

one of the upstanding18lb iron guns 

(gun 6). Note the build-up of kelp 

around the gun. 

Fig 5 

�����l���o�‰���Z�•�l���(�(�[�������]�v�P��
held aloft by a diver 

on the Colossus dive 

trail 










































































































































