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HMSColossusvas a 74 gun warship built in 1787 at Gravesend and wrecked in 1798. -
74 gun ships were one of the most successful types of the period. They were about 51r
feet) in length and had a crew of over 600. During her relatively short working lifee(el
years)Colossusaw action at Toulon, Groix, Cape St Vincent and Cadiz. She also took
the capture of two enemy shigse Vanneaand Vrai Patriotin 1793

In December 179&olossusvas on her way home to Englamdth a remarkable cargc
including eight crates of Greek antiquities, woundesdilorsT NB Y b Sf a2y Q3
battle of the Nileand the body of a dead admiralVhatshe did not have on board was on
2T KSNJ ALI NB 026SNI I yOK2NEX Makghatll Nagleskhis ¢
would prove to bedisastrous{ KS gl a8 &aKSt idSNAy3I FNRY |
anchor cable parted and she was driven aground to the south of Samson. All bu
member of the crew were taken off safely befo@mlossusurned onto her beanends and
proceeded tdbreak up.

The wreck lies on its pbside and what you will see atbe inside £33
GAY0oSNE 27T TheteSare aife/divaCtatiornt prinfs of ~
interest around the wreck. Follow the shot line to the seabedd
the site is 20nmsouth westof the shot lineg there is a lead line yot
can followfrom the shot to seabed station Each seabed station ha
an arrow pointing to the next station.

More information about the work on the wreck of Colossus
available atvww.cismas.org.uk If you would like to see photograph
or accounts of your visit on the web site please email é-?
darkwright@talktalk.net -
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You are at the stern of the wreck. Tl
seabed sign is situated where the ste
gAYR2¢a 2F GKS [ I LI
been. The white Terram mat in front of yc
IS protectingan area of timberfrom further
decay. This forms part of a long term stu
into ways of protecting the remains of th
wreck Notice how the Terram and sand be
are already covered in seaweed a
sediment.

Next Statton
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Station

Hereyou can see the remains of several muské&tsese were usel
by the 120 marines oboard Colossusas well as by the ordinal
seamen. These are sea service muskets, similar to the well k
W, NPgy .SaaQ 2F GUKS . NAGAAK
than the standard land musket. Tha&vere smoothbore flint-lock
weapons and fired a lebball of0.75 inch diameter. Thecauracy of
this type ofweaponwaslow; the effective range would have bee
well under 100m. The barrel is made from steel, the stock is w
and the trigger guard and buplate are copper alloy.




Station

This is what the now corroded muske
would have looked like. The musket w
fired using black powder (gun powde
which was ignited by sparks generated b
flint striking a steel plate.

To the north of the muskets are a number Next Sitaioon

large iron objects. These are the remains
the mizzen chains, the iron fastenings wh
held the shrouds (supportingopes) from
the mizzen masti 2 G KS 2 dzi aA
hull. 6m




Station

Turn to face north. In front of you now is one of the five eighte
pound iron guns standing upright on the seabed, their muz
buried in the sand. If you look carefully you will see that the ¢
are still within their gun ports. Immediately in front wbu thereis
timber exposed on the seabedhi§ is the inside face of the shi
You will also see an empty gun pedry close to station 3.HIs is
one of the quarter declgun ports where smallenine-poundguns
would have been.




Station

Colossus carried 74 guns on three differ
levels.These were all smoothore cast iror g
guns designed to fire a variety of projectil #
(grape, case, bar, chain and round sh |
The guns were classified according to
weight of round shot they firedThe lower
gun deck had 28 thirtgwo poundguns;the
upper deck had 28ighteenpound guns
while the quartedeck andforecastle held
the remaining 18 ningound guns. The
gunsvisibleon site are eighteeipound guns
of the Armstrong typewhile the lower deck
guns were the newer Blogfield design

Next Statton
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About two metres to the north of station 4 you will find an emjy
gun port. This gives a clear idea of what the gun ports looked
Remember you are looking at the inside of the gun port. Notice
corroded iron ring bolts at the side of the gun ponthich would
have been used to secure the gun carriage to the side of the st
you look closely at the timber on the seabhegu will see the
tunnels in the timber created by the wodabring organisms whicl
are attacking the hull timbers.




Station

Three metres to the west of station
you will find another of the upstandin
eighteenpound guns. If you loo
carefully you will see a number of irc
bolts attached to the barrel of the gul
These are the iron fastenings which he
the wooden gun carage together. The
timber of the carriage has now decaye
leaving only the iron fastenings.

Next Statton




Station

At station 5 you can see one of ti
eighteenpound guns lying flat on th
seabed. This gun is probably the o
which was originally sited at the emp
gun port you saw at station 4. Here vy
can see just how large these guns a
They are2.75m (9 ft)long and weigh2
tonnes each. The lower deck gu
(thirtytwo-pound) were even larger.

Next Statton




Station

You are now at the point where the sh
broke in halfc roughly where the mainmas
was. The bow section of the wreck over
300m to thewest;this was excavated in thi
MdpTnQa oeé& w22flyR
thousands of pieces of Greek pottery (nc
in the British Museum) which were part ¢
the cargo ofColossusvhen she sank.

Next Statton




Station

You can now see a number of copper spikes standing uprigl
the seabed. These are the remains of the cappelts used to
fasten the timbers of the hull. Before 1780 shipsre fastened
using iron bolts. After the introduction of copper sheathing bel
the waterline it was soon discovered that the iron bolts corroc
rapidly. The solution to this problem was to use copper fasten
below the waterline. The sharp points seen these copper bolt:
are caused by erosion of the exposed bolts on the sealballe
care to avoid the sharp points!




